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The fortifications on the heights upon bank of the Lake, were in a very bad condition, and such imperfect works were rather a weakness to the town: because they would give cover to the enemy, while they could not be defended by a weak garrison. The enemy could receive re-inforcements of troops, while the garrison could not obtain any addition of men; could the garrison have done so, they had not provisions to feed them. In this siege, the bravery of the garrison, and its devoted attachment to its leader, stood in the place of numbers. The justice of a good cause, often sheds round the defenders of the rights and liberties of their country, a halo of protection, which the enemies to good order and peace cannot penetrate. It was the destiny of Bhopal, that there existed in the person of Vizier Mahomed, the saviour of his country.
The arrangements made by Vizier Mahomed for the defence of Bhopal, exhibit, at once, the talent of an able general. He saw that the enemy, confident in their numerical strength, would direct their attacks against the gates of the town ; and he accordingly posted parties at each, while he kept a reserve, under his own immediate command, to aid any post requiring assistance. Foreseeing a siege of long duration, for it commenced with the beginning of the cold season, he early